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All Saint’s Day

Pastor’s Letter

Next Sunday afternoon (November 8th), we will have a formal blessing of the new
Assembly Hall (Church Basement). Obviously we have already started to use the Hall
to a certain degree. Last Sunday we had a packed room in the “band room/bride roomy/
adult faith formation room” for my first talk on health care reform. However, we thought it
would be nice to have a formal inauguration. The blessing ceremony will be followed
by some entertainment-bringing back people who have performed in our variety
shows over the years. After that, we will have some light refreshments in the Friary
and people will have an opportunity to tour the Hall. The celebration will begin at
4:00 PM. The blessing and show will conclude by 5:00 PM and the refreshments will
be from 5:00-6:00 PM. In the months ahead, we will continue to work on some of the
finer finishes. One of the decisions that was made when first designing the area was to
allow for some flexibility depending on needs. We anticipate that because of the
renovation, people may be more likely to use the space more! As new uses come into
play, we may need to make adjustments but we put in as much infrastructure as possible to
accommodate such added uses. So as we use the Hall, we may note that we may need
more theatrical lighting. Or we may note a need to configure storage in a different way.
I would see the space as a work in process for a while as we configure the place to best
suit our needs. Here it would be important that if you use the space and note something
that might need adjustment, please let me know. I can’t guarantee that a suggestion
will be implemented. At the same time, we want to make the space as user-friendly
and multi-purpose as possible.

We celebrate All Saints Day this weekend. On Monday we celebrate All Souls Day. I
very much encourage people to participate in our evening liturgy at 7:00 PM in which
we will pray for our beloved dead, especially for those who have died recently. I will be
presiding and preaching. Everyone is invited. We will have a candle lighting ceremony
similar to last year at the 11:00 AM Mass (in case your memory is that good!).

“Few of us tend to think that we pray well, and the reason may be that we have too
many misconceptions about what constitutes good prayer. For instance, we tend to
think of prayer as something that originates with us and is always conscious to us,
rather than as something motivated by God; we think that prayer has to have a lofty
content or that the words need to come from a book. We assume that our prayer time
needs to be focused, and that we've failed at praying if our mind wanders. And yet, if
we allow the Holy Spirit within us to pray as the Spirit wills, we may find that our
prayer occurs also when we let go of these self-imposed constraints and allow the
experiences of our life-as we reflect on them in honesty-to become the content of our
prayer.” These are words from the beginning of Br. Joseph Schmidt’s book Praying Our
Experiences. Many of us struggle with personal prayer and this book based on Scripture,
the thoughts of many saints and sound psychological insight challenges us to a deeper
and more fruitful understanding of prayer. This book will be our text for our Advent
Book club. Advent is a wonderful time to pray and reflect as Mary did-reflecting on
the mystery of the incarnation in her heart. You can purchase the book this weekend
and next for $8.00 at the back of Church. The discussion of the book will be on Sunday
night, December 13™ at 7 PM in the Church Basement.

Also tickets this week and next will be on sale for our Fall dinner. This is always a
wonderful night of good food and drink as well as spiritual reflection. Once again Phil
Hurley from Sardine’s will be providing his usual gourmet style meal. After dinner,
parishioners will be reflecting on the notion of transitions in their lives and how prayer
and their faith were part of those transitions whether the transitions were happy (the
birth of a child) or heart-breaking (the death of a child, dealing with a serious illness).
See the bulletin for further details.

Finally, I was perusing the November issue of Madison Magazine and noted that
several of our parishioners were recognized as Person of the Year or for having a “very
good year.” Congratulations go out to parishioner Steve Stricker as Person of the Year
for his fine golfing accomplishments and community involvement. Very good year
recipients included Wendy Vardaman for her promotion of poetry as a co-editor of
Verse Wisconsin. Andy Russell was recognized for his leadership at the Catholic Multi-
cultural Center and his work in keeping the Center open last spring. Golfer Jerry Kelly
was recognized for his willingness to try to keep a PGA event here in Wisconsin in
order to promote local business in the state. And Vince Sweeney who along with his
family has ties to Blessed Sacrament was recognized for his work in university relations for
UW. I'm always very proud to see how so many parishioners are not only involved in
the life of the parish but in so many other causes. You all are terrific.

Fr. Pat

Saturday, October 31
5:00 PM Alton & Lorena Huth
Sunday, November 1 - All Saint’s Day
7:30 AM James Rearley
9:00 AM  Our Parish Family
11:00 AM  Deceased Members of the Junco/
Meyer Families
Monday, November 2 - The Commemoration
of All Faithful Departed
8:30 AM Beatrice Kelly
7:00 PM  Chuck Koval
Tuesday, November 3 - St. Martin de Porres
7:00 AM
8:30 AM Alice Riggert
Wednesday, November 4 - St. Charles Borromeo
7:00 AM
8:30 AM Beatrice Kelly
Thursday, November 5 - St. Sylvia
7:00 AM
8:30 AM Beth Pitot
Friday, November 6 - St. Leonard
8:30 AM  John & Gladys Moran
Saturday, November 7
8:30 AM Mary Jane Lingle
5:00 PM Elizabeth Matikiewicz
Sunday, November 8
7:30 AM  Our Parish Family
9:00 AM Catherine Hundt
11:00 AM Bernard & Betty Neary

WHATS MORE FUN THAN A
BARREL OF MONKEYS? Watching
happy, young faces emerge from the Kids Only
Booth at the Art Fair and Bazaar. To make
this happen we need donations of gently used or
new items suitable for a child to give as a Christmas
gift to their parents or siblings. Would you please
consider donating gift items in the box found in the
Parish Center reception area or in the front of
school? Questions? Call Lenette Thompson 232-1696.

Sunday, November 1
Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a
Monday, November 2
Wis 3:1-9/Rom 5:5-11 or 6:3-9/Jn 6:37-40
Tuesday, November 3
Rom 12:5-16b/Lk 14:15-24
Wednesday, November 4
Rom 13:8-10/Lk 14:25-33
Thursday, November 5
Rom 14:7-12/Lk 15:1-10
Friday, November 6
Rom 15:14-21/Lk 16:1-8
Saturday, November 7
Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-27/Lk 16:9-15
Next Sunday, November 8
1 Kgs 17:10-16/Heb 9:24-28/Mk 12:38-44 or
12:41-44



Sunday, November 1 - All Saints Day
Daylight Savings Time Begins
After Mass Coffee & Donuts (9 & 11 AM)  FR

10:10 AM  AFF Talk CB
10:15 AM K-8 Religious Education ~ SCH&PC
1:00 PM  Boy Scout Honor Banquet FR

6:30 PM HS Religious Ed. Mini Course ~ PC
Monday, November 2 - All Soul’s Day

8:30 AM  All School Mass CH
9:15 AM  Gospel Of Matthew Bible Study PC
2:15PM Den Meeting FR
3:30 PM  YoungLife Program PC
7:.00 PM Rosary Altar Meeting PC
7.00 PM Gospel of Matthew Bible Study  FR
7.00PM RCIA PC
7:.00 PM  All Soul's Day Mass CH

Tuesday, November 3
8:00 AM  APT Meeting PC
9:00 AM Rosary Altar Meeting PC
1:00 PM  Gospel of Matthew Bible Study PC
3:30 PM  Wolf Cub Meeting FR
6:30 PM  Troop #16 Boy Scouts FR

Wednesday, November 4

12:00 PM  Senior Meal PC
6:30 PM  Salvation Army PC
7:30 PM Little Rock Bible Study PC
7:30 PM Pastoral Council Meeting PC

Thursday, November 5

7:00 AM  St. Vincent de Paul Meeting PC
9:00 AM  Rosary CH
2:30 PM  Scrip Pick-up PC
5:30 PM Mass & Parents Night CH
7:00 PM  Prayer Group SCH
7:.00 PM  Choir Practice MR
8:00 PM Teen/Adult Choir Practice CH
Friday, November 6
8:55 AM  Chaplet/Divine Mercy CH

Saturday, November 7
9:00 AM  Reconciliation/Holy Hour/Adoration CH
Sunday, November 8
After Mass Coffee & Donuts (9 & 11 AM)  FR
10:10 AM  AFF Talk CB
10:15 AM K-8 Religious Education ~ SCH&PC
3:30 PM  Troop #16 Committee Meeting  PC
4:00 PM CB Grand Opening Show CB
6:30 PM  HS Religious Ed. Mini Course ~ PC

Church Basement-CB ¢ Church-CH ¢ School-SCH
Parish Center-PC ¢ Friary-FR ¢ Music Room-MR
School Library-SL ¢ Parking Lots-PL

The Art Fair and Bazaar - November 13,
14, & 15: The School Book Fairwill provide
many choices for the readers in your family to curl
up with as the cold weather sets in. Shop for gifts

and Secret Santa surprises!

Week Ending October 25, 2009
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Fiscal Year July 1, 2009-October 25, 2009
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Youth Ministry

Yes! The Teen Mass ROCKS!! The next teen mass is scheduled for Suncjlayew
November 15" at 5:00 PM. Mikaela Weiss, senior at Memorial High School, will give a
reflection about the readings and how they relate to her life/the lives of teens after
communion.

Cosmic? Galactic? How about ULTRA?!? You think you have game? The pin
wizards are puttlng you and your crew to the test on Friday, November 20™ at Dream
Lanes! 8" - 12" grade teens and adults are eligible to play. Teams must consist of 5
players...at least one adult on your team! $3.75 per game//per person. Cash prlzes gift
certificates...win B-I-G!! Teams must be submitted by Monday, November 16™ to Melanie!

The West Side Youth Ministers are inviting 6, 7", & 8" graders for a PARTY
BUS on Saturday November 14", Teens will meet for pizza at St. Thomas Aquinas
Parish. After pizza, half the parishes will go mini golfing at Vitense, the other half will
go bowling at Schwoegler’s. (Students from our parish will stay together!) Mid-way
thru the evening, groups switch and go to the other location. The cost is $20 per teen.
SPACE IS LIMITED! Sign-up with Melanie by Friday, November 6™

MONTHLY SERVICE SITES
Salvation Army—Wednesday Nights from 6:30 to 8:30 PM.
Port St. Vincent—the last Tuesday of each month from 4:45 to 7:30 PM.

SPECIAL SERVICE SITES
Habitat for Humanity—Saturday, November 21st
7:45 AM to 3:30 PM (space is limited — must be 16 years or older).
Babysitting for Parents During Christmas Season at BSP—Saturday, December
5th from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM and Friday, December 11th from 6:00 to 11:00 PM.

**TEENS & ADULTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN US FOR ALL SERVICE PROJECTS**
For more details or to sign-up for any of the service sites, contact Melanie at 238-3471 x-116.

Catholic Heart Work Camp 2010 - Join us July 25 - 31, 2010 as we travel to St.
Louis, Missouri. Do not miss your opportunity to participate! 7here is I space left for
this trip! Contact Melanie at 238-3471 x-116.

& J-Walking - We will be serving at the following sites this Fall...

We will have our fmal Rosary Altar meeting for the Art Fair and Bazaar, Monday
night, November 2™ at 7 PM and Tuesday morning, November 3 at 9 AM in the Parlsh
Center. If you are a chair person please try to attend one of these meetings.

Religious Education - Elementary Level it -

There are Religious Education Classes for Kindergarten- Grade 6 on Sundays,
(November 1st, 8th aand 22nd) in the school and Parish Center.

What is a priest?

In this Year for Priests, it is good to review what we mean when we say ‘priest.” A
priest is an authorized mediator who offers a true sacrifice acknowledging God’s
supreme dominion over us and in expiation for our sins.

Christ, who is God and man, is the first, last, and greatest priest of the New Law. He
is the eternal high priest who offered himself once and for all on the Cross, the priceless
victim, who renews that sacrifice on the altar through the ministry of the Church.

Within the Church are men specially ordained as priests to consecrate and offer the
body and blood of Christ in the Mass. The Apostles became the first ordained priests
when on Holy Thursday night Christ told them to do in his memory what he had just
done for them at the Last Supper. All priests and bishops trace their ordination directly to
the Apostles. Their second essential priestly power, to forgive sins, was conferred on
them by the Risen Christ when he appeared to the Apostles on Easter Sunday and said,
“Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained” (John
20:23).

All the Christian faithful, however, also share in the priesthood through baptism. We
are enabled to offer ourselves in sacrifice with Christ through the Eucharistic liturgy.
We offer the Mass in the sense that we internally unite ourselves with the outward
offering made by the ordained priest alone.

(Adapted from Pocket Catholic Dictionary, John A. Hardon, S. J.)



All Saint’s Day
Parish News and Events

St. Albert the Great talk - Recently in the Wisconsin State Journal, a front page story delved
into the question as to whether prayer for people who are sick actually works in terms
of healing, Ironically, the article appeared on the same day that five people were canonized
in Rome. Of course, to be canonized as a saint in the Catholic Church, two miracles
have to be directly attributable to prayer directed at the saint for his/her intercession
before God. Is there any scientific proof that prayer either works or doesn’t work in
terms of healing disease? Does it matter if there is not scientific proof? Can there even
be scientific proof one way or another? These will be some of the questions addressed
at our annual St. Albert the Great talk in honor of the great Dominican natural scientist
and theologian from the 13" century. Fr. Pat will offer a presentation entitled: “Prayer
and Healing: For Those who Believe, is Any Proof Necessary?” The talk will be on Monday
night, November 16" in the Church beginning with prayer at 7:00 PM followed by the
talk and a reception. Invite a friend to come with you.

Fr. Pat’s series on health care reform continues this weekend with a talk entitled: “A
Catholic Approach to Health Care Reform.” Next week, Fr. Pat will finish the series
with a presentation entitled: “Politics and the Art of the Possible: What are the Non-
negotiables for us as Catholics in Terms of Reform?” This last session will deal with the
reality that as Catholics, we have an ideal vision of what should be included in health
care reform and what shouldn’t be. However, what are the non-negotiable issues for
which we must draw a line in the sand despite the complexity of the issue? What are
the issues that we can be satisfied with an incremental approach? What are the issues
that as Catholics, we offer more prudential advice as opposed to concrete principles
that we allow for negotiation and/or experimentation? The talks are on Sunday in the
band room/bride room/adult faith formation room in the Church Basement from 10:10-
10:50 AM (unless we run out of space as we nearly did this past week in which case
we'll be in the main body of the basement). Copies of the handouts for the previous
week are in the pamphlet racks at the back of Church. You need not have attended a
previous session to attend a new session.

We will be selling the text for our Advent Book Club this weekend and next (as
well as the parish center during the week) at the back of Church after Mass. This Advent’s
selection is Praying Our Experiences by Br. Joseph Schmidt, FSC. See the pastor’s letter
for a broader description of the book. In brief, if you are looking for a way to improve
the way you pray during the season of Advent and beyond, this is a book for you. The
cost of the book is $8.00. Our discussion of the book will be on Sunday night, December 13
at 7:.00 PM in the Church Basement. Discussion questions will be included at a later date.

Fall Dinner, November 20th - We will have our annual Fall Dinner in the Friary beginning
with hors d'oeuvres at 6 PM. This year we will have a panel of parishioners sharing
how their faith has helped them through life's transitions. There will be table discussions
after the presentation. The dinner will be catered again by Phil Hurley from Sardine's/
Marigold Kitchen. Please sign up at the back of church this weekend and next weekend.

All Souls Day Masses - The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed will take
place at a special evening Mass at 7:00 PM on Monday, November 2. Please consider
being present and praying with the parish community that evening, or at the regular
8:30 AM Eucharist. You will be invited to remember loved ones who have died at each
Mass, by coming early and signing their names into the intention book under the choir
loft. Parish members who have died in the last three years, and whose funerals were
celebrated here, will be remembered in a special way. At that Eucharist, we will remember
our beloved recently deceased members in a “calling of names” ceremony, and support
their families by our shared prayers.

Church Basement Dedication & Reopening - As the Blessed Sacrament Community
itis time to come together in celebration as we dedicate and reopen the church basement.
Join us on Sunday November 8 from 4 - 6 PM. The first hour of festivities will be held
in the staging area and then continue with a social gathering in the Friary from 5 -6 PM.

Little Rock Bible Study and Fellowship Group invites you to join us as we begin a
study of 2 Corinthians on Nov 4. The group meets weekly to read God's Word, participate
in open form discussion (no set study guide), consider the application of biblical teaching
to daily life, encourage one another and pray together. Wednesdays at 7:30 PM in the
Parish Center (we normally gather around the fireplace upstairs). If you can't make it
this week, we'd love to have you join in when you can. Contact Sarah Fowler with
questions (sarahajewell@gmail.com, 608-346-30809).

Fr. Patrick Norris, O.P........cccccovveverininnes ext. 117
Pastor

Fr. Ron Kreul, O.P. ...ccoovvvveiievveeenae ext. 127
Parochial Vicar

Ed EMMENEYQET .....cvvverereerireireiriinieena ext. 119
Pastoral Associate

Maryann SIater...........ccovviereereereeeennens ext. 115
School Principal

Kitty Maas .......cccovvevieereriesnensessienienns ext. 138
Director of Music and Liturgy

Sr. Therese Rekowski, SSND................ ext. 118
Director of Religious Education

Melanie ARerN........ccocoeveeeeeeeieeeeeae, ext. 116
Coordinator of Youth Formation

Andy RODErSON ......c.oovvvvveiniireireireieins ext. 145
Maintenance Director

Mindy Wendt........ccoveeveneeneereereereenennnens ext. 110
Pastoral Administrative Assistant

Brad Klingele .........ccoocvvvievinieicnieiinns ext. 124
Young Adult Minister

Diane JONES .....cccovvvveverieereriereressseseninnes ext. 120
Bookkeeper

SUE NOIAN ... ext. 143

Liturgy/Religious Ed/YM Assistant

The Art Fair and Bazaar - November
13, 14, &€ 15: Shop to your heart’s content at
the Art Fair and Bazaar browsing through
holiday items, jewelry, clothing, home décor and
specialty gourmet teas. There’s always something
new as well as popular favorites!

Saturday Holy Hour 9:00-10:00 AM
Thursdays after 8:30 AM Mass

Saturdays following 8:30 AM Mass or by request
and thru scheduled appointment with priests.
Seasonal communal rites

Expectant parents are encouraged to contact Ed
Emmenegger at 238-3471, ext. 119.

Initiate preparation program at least six months in
advance.

Monday 1:00 PM. Please submit by e-mail, fax or copy.

Process for adults interested in preparing for
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist. Please
contact Ed Emmenegger at 238-3471, ext. 119.

Call Ed Emmenegger at 238-3471, ext. 119 to
arrange for Communion or Anointing of the Sick.

Please contact the parish office for information on
becoming a member.



The Art Fair and Bazaar -
13, 14, &L 15:

Eucharist

Soldiers Prayer List

November 1, 2009

Young Adult Ministry

Emmaus: Connect. Grow. Serve. A ministry for graduates, young professiondls, V.l;
engaged and newly married couples, young parents, and those who are 18-35yrs old. To e

contact Brad: brad@blsacrament.org, 238-3471, x 124.

Mom's Monday (all ages) - Monday mom's playgroup, rotating location near
church, 9:30 - 11 AM. Mom's daytime faith sharing group will be forming as well. Contact
Peggy, writermom67@gmail.com, 215-4754, or Kathryn, kmlewpea@gmail.com, 347-7641.

Drop in First & Third Thursdays starts November 19
Dine. Discuss. Dialogue. Join us in the Parish Center on Hollister for one or two or all three!
Dine 5:45-6:45 PM ($4 per adult, $10 for families) email or call Brad by 11 AM Thursday.
Discuss the upcoming Sunday readings -we'll make small groups on the spot.
Dialogue Join our young adult ministry coordinator Brad Klingele for an impromptu
exploration of all things theological- you provide the questions. Children welcome to
hang with us. Childcare provided)!

Discipleship Sundays (18-35) Sundays 12:35-2 PM, Nov. 15- Feb. 28

Interested in growing as a disciple? Willing to commit to weekly attendance, and 20
minutes of daily prayer with Scripture? We are starting an intensive small group Nov.
15- Feb. 28. We will begin with lunch, pray together, learn different ways to pray,
prayerfully reflect on Scripture, read from great spiritual authors from our 2,000 year
tradition, learn a bit of theology, and generally try to grow as disciples of Jesus. Contact
Brad by Nov. 12, space may be limited. Childcare provided

Emmaus Social Events - Join us each Sunday for coffee & doughnuts after the 9 &
11 AM Mass! Social Ambassadors wanted. We also want a group of young adults to
attend the parish Fall Dinner on Nov. 20th. Parishioner Phil Hurley, gourmet chef &
co-owner of Sardine will cook. For details contact Brad.

School News .

There will be an all school liturgy on All Souls Day, Monday, November 2 to
pray for all those who have died.

The primary students will honor their parents at a special liturgy followed by a
potluck supper on Thursday, November 5 at 5:30 PM.

Who is Our Neighbor?

Join us on Tuesday morning, November 10th at 9 AM to visit St. Elizabeth Seton
House where we will have a chance to see how St. Vincent de Paul Society provides
transitional housing for women and children in Madison. Hear how many program
participants are single-parent families that have exhausted available shelter time in
Madison and need more time to find permanent housing. In December we will visit
PorchLight which moves people from homelessness and transitional housing to permanent
housing. We are having some very good discussions with these visits. Contact Bob
Bright for more information at 274-0915 or rdbright@wisc.edu.

A group of parish women are planning on November 11th to visit Elizabeth House,
starting at the Parish at 9 AM. Please let Bob Bright know at 274-0915 or rdbright@wisc.edu.
if you care to join them. Tour The Elizabeth House & Care Net's Medical & Counseling
Clinic: The Elizabeth House is Care Net’s nine month Christian residential program
that provides a safe place for pregnant women to make a change in their lives. Join us
to learn about the compassionate care offered by Care Net to women, men and families
facing unplanned pregnancies or sexual health concerns.

Cheese Sale Pick-up — If you ordered cheese through the Youth Ministry Cheese sale,
THANK YOU! Cheese will be available for pick-up on Friday, November 13, between
2:30-5:30 PM and Saturday, November 14 between 10:00 and noon. Pick-up location
will be the garages next to the gym off Hollister Ave. There will be a limited amount of
cheese available for purchase at the bazaar next weekend, if you missed the chance to
order, or decided you need more! If you have any questions, contact Julie Rentmeester
jrent@tds.net or 274-0561.



